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fragrance of rare quality. The sight of goodness
renders faces serene. It lavishes strength upon
the weak, hope on the despairing. A little portion
of goodness, like the bread of the Gospel, is enough
to appease the hunger of a multitude. Acting
like Providence, goodness creates much from
nothing. The rays diffused by it, in returning to
their source, bear the sweetness collected along the
way. Thus we create blessing around us, and
fill our own hearts with the divine essence.

V. Genius needs to be admired. Talent re-
quires to be recognised. Wealth desires to be
envied, and also demands homage, the only token
of its importance. Goodness exacts nothing from
any one, finding its recompense in its own royalty.

The question: "How to be happy" often re-
solves itself into: how are we to exercise good-
ness? Real happiness is the joy brought by the
benefit on returning to the soul of the benefactor.

True goodness remains conscious of itself. As
lightning, however swift it may be, contains
heat, the most spontaneous act of goodness bears
portions of our hearts. This is its natural fire-
side, and also the spring by which it is ennobled
and purified. It gives it the sanction of its own
superiority.

Goodness which remains outside of our con-